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1 Intheearlierchapters l 5 MarkhasbuiltupapictureofJesuspowerandauthorityHes
shownusvariousmiracles healingthesickcastingoutdemonsraisingthedeadcalmingastorm

followingthoseevents
caMarko3244showsJesusmultiplyingfiveloavesofbreadandtwofishusingthemtofeed
the5000peoplewhoeonowedhimandhisdisciplesOntopofallthattherewasevenaresidueof12
basketsofbrokenpiecesandofthefishleftoverThisshowsanotheroneofJesusmiraclesnotin
thehealingorrakingfromthedeadsensebutstillsomethingextraordinarynonetheless

b InMark64748thescenedepictedJesuswalkingonwaterduringwhenthateveninghis
dkclpheswereoutontheseaonaboatwithouthimAgainthisisanotherspectaclenomancan
simplyjustdo

JesushealsadeafmaninMark73137PreviouslyJesushadhealeduntreatablediseases
leprosyandparalysisWhiletheeventsherecanstillconsiderJesushealinganuntreatable
conditionthismarkshimbeingabletogetadeafmantohearandspeakagain

dMark8 l10showsasimilarmiracletothatinMark63244HerehoweverJesusmanages
tofeed4000peoplewhohadnothingtoeatdivingwhentheygatheredwithhimwith
sevenloavesofbreadandafewsmallfishAfterthecrowdwassatisfiedtherewereseven
basketsfullofbrokenpiecesleft

eJesushealsablindmanthistimeinMark82226Jesustooktheblindmanoutfromthe
villagespatonhiseyesandlaidhishandsonhimUponbeingabletoseeagainJesus
senthimhometellinghimnottoenterthevillage

2 JesussawthelargecrowdinMark634asasheepwithoutashepherd Insteadofsending
themofftogointothesurroundingcountrysideandvillagestobuysomethingtoeatassuggested
byhisdisciplesJesustoldthemtofeedthecrowdthemselvesThisreflectsthewaysomUarto
howashepherdistotreatthesheepheshehastoguard agoodshepherdoughttoshowcare
towardsus1hersheepandJesusshowsanexample4bangonetothecrowdof5000peoplehe
drewout

JesuswouldprobablydothesametoanyoneinabusytowntodayitIsworthnotingthatHehas
notshownselectivecaretowardsanyonefromthecrowdof5000soheworldprobablynot
mindthefacesheseefromamoderntownoftodayortreatthemdifferentlyinanyway
QDoIfeeltheneedtohaveJesusasmyshepherd
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3ReactionstoJesuspreachingandmiracles

A inhishomesynagogue Mark6 l G
ThepassagedidmentionthatJesushadlaidHishandsonafewsickpeopleandhealed
themHoweversincehewasalreadyrecognizedinhishometownandpeopletherewereableto
associateHimwithHisearthlyrelatives ieMaryHisbrothers JamesJoses JudasSimon
Hissisters alltheyhadwasdisbeliefandtookoffenseInJesus

Mark6 l 4ESV
AndJesussaidtothem Aprophetisnotwithouthonorexceptinhis
hometownandamonghisrelativesandinhisownhousehold

b amongpeoplegenerallyMarkGil4155356 737
Mark614 I5 JesuswasgenerallymistookasanotherpersonIprophetSomeclaimedthatJesus

wasElijahononeoftheprophetsofoldOthersincludingkingHerodbelieved
itwasJohntheBaptistreasonbeingJesuspossessingmiraculouspowersat
workInHimItcanbenotedherethatKingHerodhadalreadybeheadedJohn
theBaptistoveraseparateincident retMatthew14I I2Mark61429
HerodIsperplexedbyJesus Luke9 7 9

Mark653567AtGennesare1 thepeoplethereseemedtoalreadyrecognizeJesusasHeandHis
disciplesarriveatshoreandtheyquicklybroughtoutallthesickpeoplein
bedsforhimtohealinwhereverhecamebeitvillagescitiesorthecountryside

Mark737 AtDecapolisJesushealsamanwhowasdeafandhadaspeechimpediment
UponthisbeingrevealedbythesamemanJesushealeddespitebeingchargedtotell
noonethepeopletherewereastonishedbeyondmeasure

fromthedisciplesMark65152
TakingafterthediscipleswitnessedJesuswalkingonwatertheywereastonishedbuttheirhearts
werehardenedThiscouldindicatethatthedisciplesstilldoubtwhattheyhadseenatthattime

John1240ESV refIsaiah6 I0 Matthew1314
Hehasblindedtheireyes
andhardenedtheirheart
lesttheyseewiththeireyes
andunderstandwiththeirheartandturn
andIwouldhealthem



Romans Il 7 8ESV
7WhatthenIsraelfailedtoobtainwhatitwasseekingTheelectobtaineditbutthe

restwerehardened asItiswritten

Godgavethemaspiritofstupor
eyesthatwouldnotsee
andearsthatwouldnothear

downtothisveryday

2Corinthians3i14Esv
ButtheirmindswerehardenedFortothisdaywhentheyreadtheoldcovenantthat
sameveilremainsairliftedbecauseonlythroughChristisittakenaway

dfromthereligiousleadersMark8 I1
SimplyputthePhariseeswantedtoforeasignfromheavenoutofJesustotestHimarguing
withHIMontopofthatThiscanshowthatdespitewhatJesushaddonepriortothisthe
Phariseesmayaltogetherbeignorantofthoseandcontinuetobethatwaybeingoffendedover
Jesuspreachingsandmiracles

Mark8 Il l3Esv ThePhariseesDemandaSign
ThePhariseescameandbegantoarguewithhimseekingfromhima

signfromheaventotesthim12Andhesigheddeeplyinspiritandsaidwhydoes
thisgenerationseekasignTruly Isaytoyounosignwillbegiventothis
generation 3Andheleftthemgotintotheboatagainandwenttotheother
side

Thepeoplerespondeddifferently ineachofthesecasesvaryingontheiropennesstoacceptingJesus Itcan
benotedthattheoneswhohadnegativeresponsestoJesuspreachingsandmiraclesalreadyhadalready
gottheirownperceptionofwhoJesuswasandforthescripturesalreadyavailableatthattimeThese
peoplehaveshowntostandbywhattheyknowandnotacceptwhatJesusdoesaspartofit

Mark217ESV
AndwhenJesusheardIthesaidtothem Thosewhoarewellhavenoneed
ofaphysicianbutthosewhoaresick Icamenottocalltherighteousbutsinners

QDoIidentifypartialtallywithoneofthosegroups

4JesusquestiononMark8 29ESV Butwhodoyousaythat I am
HowwouldIhaveansweredthisbeforeIstaredChristianityExplored

NowthatI amhalfwaythroughMark'sGospelandhavereadabouttheamazingthingsthatJesus
saidanddidhasmyanswerchanged I
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